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the property unlawfully taken from them.1 Similar praise
is awarded to Okbah ibn ulhejaj Asseluli (734-74o).2 Yet
though many of the Ameers of Spain were just and upright
men, no permanent policy could be carried out with
regard to the relations between Moslems and Christians,
while the Ameers were so constantly changing, being some-
times elected by the army, but oftener appointed by the
Khalif, or by his lieutenant, the governor of Africa for the
time being. This perpetual shifting of rulers would in
itself have been fatal to the settlement of the country, had
it not been brought to an end by the election of Abdurrah-
man ibn Muawiyah as the Khalif of Spain, and the estab-
lishment of his dynasty on the throne, in May 756. But
even after this important step was taken, the causes which
threatened to make anarchy perpetual, were still at work
in Spain. Chief among these were the feuds of the Arab
tribes, and the jealousy between Berbers and Arabs.

Most of the first conquerors of the country were Berbers,
while such Arabs as came in with them belonged mostly to
the Maadite or Beladi faction/* The Berbers, besides being
looked clown upon as new converts, were also regarded as
Nonconformists4 by the pure Arabs, and consequently a
quarrel was not long in breaking out between the two panics.

As early as 718 tlfe Berbers in Aragon and Catalonia

1 Isidore, sec. 54- Terrilnlis poteslator fere tricnnio crude! is
exaestuat, atque acri ingenio IJLispaniae Sarracenos ct Mauros pro
pacificis rebus olim ablatis exagitat, atque Christianis plura reslaurat.

- Conde, i. 114, 115.

*J The two chief branches of Arabs were (i) Descendants of Moclhar,
son of Negus, son of Maad, son of Adnan. To this clau belonged the
Mecca and Medina Arabs, and the Umeyyaclc family. They were
also called Kaysites, Fcbritcs, and JJeludi Arabs. (2) Descendants
of Ivahtan (Joktan), among whom were reckoned the Kclbites and the
Yemenites. These were most numerous in Andalus; see Al Makkari,
ii. 24.

4 Doxy, iii. 124. See Al Makk., ii. 409, De Gayangos* note.
Though nominally Moslem, they still kept their Jewish or Pagan rites.